MERCHANT, GOULD, SMITH, EDELL, WELTER & SCHMIDT 

United States Patent Application 
COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 



As a below named inventor I hereby declare that: my residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to 
my name; that 

I verily believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or a joint inventor (if plural inventors 
are named below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: APPARATUS AND 
METHOD FOR OPTIMIZING THE PERFORMANCE OF COMPUTER TASKS USING INTELLIGENT AGENT WFFH 
MUI.TIPLE PROGRAM MODUI F^S HAVING VARIED DEGRKF.S OF DOMAIN KNOWLEDGE 

The specification of which 

a. ^ is attached hereto 

b. □ is entitled , having an attorney docket number 

c. □ was filed on as application serial no. and was amended on (if applicable) (in the case of a PCT-filed 

application) described and claimed in international no. filed and as amended on (if any), which I have 

reviewed and for which I solicit a United Stales patent. 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified specification, including the claims, as amended by 
anjj^mendment referred to above. 

=£1 

I ^^owledge the duty to disclose information which is material to the examination of this application in accordance with Title 37. Code 
of-^deral Regulations, § 1.56 (attached hereto). 

I feeby claim foreign priority benefits under Tide 35, United States Code, § 119/365 of any foreign application(s) for patent of inventor's 
certificate listed below and have also identified below any foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate having a filing date before 
thife)f the application on the basis of which priority is claimed: 



^•!Ln no such applications have been filed. 
b.^^'Q such applications have been filed as follows: 



'^Z FOREIGN APPLICATION(S), IF ANY, CLAIMING PRIORITY UNDER 35 USC § 119 


CQUNTRY 


APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 


















ALL FOREI 


GN APPLICATION(S), IF ANY, FH 


BEFORE THE PRIORITY APPLIC 


;ation(S) 


COUNTRY 


APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 



















I hereby claim the benefit under Tide 35, United States Code, § 120/365 of any United States and PCT international application(s) listed 
below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United States application in 
the manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, § 112. I acknowledge the duty to disclose material information 
as defmed in Tide 37, Code of Federal Regulations. § 1.56(a) which occurred between the fding date of die prior application and die 
national or PCT international filing date of diis application. 



U.S. application NUMBER 


DATE OF filing (day. month, year) 


STATUS (patented, pending, abandoned) 
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I hereby appoint the following altomey(s) anSBr patent agent(s) to prosecute this application and to transact all business in the Patent and 
Trademark Office connected herewith: 



Adriano, Sarah B. 


Reg. No. 34,470 


Kettelhprapr OpniQP 


Rpo Wn n QIA 


Batzli, Brian H. 


Ree No 32 960 


ICnu/alphvlf Alan W 
ZxuwaiLiiijrl^, mail W . 


Rpo Mn 11 


Beard, John L. 


Ree No 27 612 


IxU w cu\rUy ft, , rValllC l UlC IVi . 


Rpa Mn SAS 
tvcg. INO. J0,04o 


Beck Robert C 


Reg No 28 184 


fCnill Marlr A 
iviuil, iViaiA. /\. 


Rpa Mn Id 


Reiin Thomas E 


Reg No 57 089 


T spv Pout A 
Lxlvy, X dill r\ . 


Rpa Mn 'XU QAA 

iveg. iNo. jo,y*ro 


Rprman f^harles 


Reg No 29 249 


L^rOdKy, lVllL>Ild.Cl O. 


Rp<T Mn '70 
Keg. [NO. £^7^000 


Rfiffiirlfi RavmonH A 


Reg Nn 17 496 


i^ynuii, L^dviu Yv . 


Keg. [NO. jO,ZU4 


Rniess Steven C 


Reg No 34 130 


IVIdU, IVilLlldCl L^. 


RpCT Mn in nft7 

Keg. [NO. JU,Uo/ 


Rvme Linda M 


Reg No 32 404 


\/f r'T^anipl If arpn 
IViUL/dlllCI, IvdlCIl 1./. 


Rpa Mn 17 A7^1 
Keg. [NO. 


Canadv Karen S 


Reg No 39 927 


N/frr>nnnlH rianipl W 

IViUL/UlldlU, Uallld w . 


Rpa Mn 17 HdA 
Keg. iNO. jLy\r¥* 


Carlson, Alan G. 


Ree No 25 959 


M^rDnnalH WpnHv \A 
iTi^i^uiioiu, tt wiiuy ivi. 


Rpa Mn 17 477 


Carter Charles G 


Reg No 35 093 


\^pTnfvrp Is in A 
iviciiiijric, idiii r\* 


Rpa Mn dO 177 


Caspers, Philip P. 


Ree No 33 227 


Miller William D 


Rpa Mn 17 QRR 


Chiaoetta James R 


Reg No 39 634 


N^iipllpr T^niialnc P 


Rpo Mn 10 lOfi 
Keg. [NO. jUjJUU 


Clifford John A 


Reg No 30 247 


NucipHIsL' TuIai* T 
i^ddicuxdiv, lyicr i^. 


Ract Mr\ /lA noo 
Keg. [NO. w,uyy 


Conrad Timothv R 


Reg No 30 164 


Nplcnn A11\iti T 
INClaUU, rVlULIl J . 


Rpa Mr* 7fi A^n 
Keg. [NO. Zo,Oju 






rauiy, uaniei ivi. 


DArr Mrt Af\ 171 

Keg. [NO. 4U,iZj 


v.'iawiuiu, ixuuci i 


Rpa Mn '^9 199 


riunKeu, 1 neoQore 


DArr Mrt 17 700 

Keg. iNO. DlyZKJry 


r^:)i(Tr);tii1t RnnfilH A 


Ppa Mn 9^ Q/\S 
x\.eg. i>o. ^^,70o 


foiiuiger, oieven j . 


DArr M/> 1^ 17< 

Keg. INO. OJ,jZO 


^£|;i1pv Dpnnis R 


' Rpff Nn Id OOd. 


Pf^ipfi TnVin 

ivcicu, jonn i^. 


R#»a Mri 17 701 
Keg. INO. J/f/yjJ 


^£k9ii1rnn Tulip R 


Rpa Nn '^A dM 


xveuauQ, cari l/. 


Ract Mr* 7^ 7/^7 
Keg. INO. Zj,/0/ 


5^aviH<;nn Ren M 


Reg No '^8 494 


OLIUIldlLG, l^dVlU \J, 


Rpa Mn 10 a7R 
KCg. [NO. .>7,oZo 


sH^pmnctpr Shau/n R 

^stf tilled l&i , kJiiaWLt JD. 


Rpa Nn '^d '^91 


ocnniiui, v^ccu v^. 


Rf»a Mn 70 
Keg. [NO. ZU,JOO 


^2)iPietrn Mark J 


Reg No 98 707 


OWUliXUdll, iVldlK. U, 


Rpa Mn 11 107 
Keg. [NO. 


IPdell Robert T 


Reg Nn 90 187 


dcouiUdnn, iviicndci l/. 


Rao Mn lO 477 
Keg. [NO. jU,*fZZ 


^aSjJp Ivydil, OdIlUXa 


Dpo Nn '^0 f\fn 


oeoaia, oregory a. 


Dact Mn 11 7fln 
Keg. INO. 3J,ZoU 




Rpa Nn ^^9 A19 


CTiom Ton*/* A A 

ondip, Janice /v. 


Ract Mn 14 n^l 
Keg. INO. JHyKJOl 




Rpa Nn '^7 8*^0 


jKoog, iviarK 1 . 


Ract Mn 4n 17fi 
Keg. INO. *HJ, I/O 


:i*'^ahilan A/farv Siican 


Rea No '^8 790 


Qmith TAfTtmA P 
OiLuLQ, JCrUIUC IV. 


Rpa Mn IS AS4 
Keg. INO. jJ,Oo*f 




Rpg Nn X\ ^00 


oiiucDruiier, ocun /\. 


R*»a Mn 1ft 171 
Keg. [NO. J0,.7Zj 


-Ifiolla Pharlps F 


Reg Nn 9^ 89^ 


CiimfiAr Trtlin D 

ijuumcr, jouii r^. 


Rpa Mn 70 1 14 
Keg. fNO. Z^^, 1 i*f 


'fiorman Alan C\ 


Reg No 18 472 


^iimnprc Tnhn Q 
OLLLLUICIj, JUUll O. 


Rpa Mn 74 716 
IvCg. INO. ^H,XiO 


.kJUUiU, JUilU JL/. 


ppa Nn 1ft 99'^ 


leiieKSon, uavia iv. 


Reg. No. 32,314 


^resens John J 


Reg No 31 112 


TInHprhill Alhprf T 

UllUCllllll, /VlUCil L^, 


Rpa Mn 77 401 


^^amrp f^iirtic R 


Rpg Nn 99 1^^ 


vdiiucuuurgu, J. L/crc& 


Rpa Mn 17 170 
Keg. [NO. 


Uoccintr ThnmaQ A 


Reg Nn '^6 1S9 

n.Cg. I^U. JO, 1.^7 


wciicr, r^dui /\. 


ppa Mn 70 800 
KCg. [NO. £X/yOy\J 


Hilkon Randall A 


Reg Nn '^1 8'^8 


WUlldlUb, l^UUgldb J. 


Ppo Mn 77 0S4 
KCg. [NO. Zi/,UJ*f 


Hollinpsworth Mart A 


Reg No 38 491 


WnnH f^rpanrv P 
WUUU, VJlCgUiy O. 


Rpa Mn 78 111 


Johnston, Scott W. 


Reg No 39 721 


Xu Min S 


Re«T No 536 


Kas telle. Joseph M. 


Reg. No. 37,160 




Gamett, Pryor A. 


Reg. No. 32,136 


Roth, Steven W. 


Reg. No. 34,712 


Truelson, Roy W. 


Reg. No. 34,265 


Gamon, Owen J. 


Reg. No. 36,143 


Bussan, Matthew J. 


Reg. No. 33,614 


Ojanen, Karuna 


Reg. No. 32,484 


Hughes, Christopher A. 


Reg. No. 26.914 


Pennington, Edward A. 


Reg. No. 32,588 


Hoel. John E. 


Reg. No. 26,279 


Redmond, Jr., Joseph C. 


Reg, No. 18,753 



I hereby authorize them to act and rely on instructions from and communicate directly with the person/assignee/attomey/finny organization 
who/which first sends/sent this case to them and by whom/which I hereby declare that I have consented after fiill disclosure to be 
represented unless/until I instruct Merchant, Gould to the contrary. Please direct all correspondence in this case to Merchant, Gould, 
Smith, Edell. Welter & Schmidt at the address indicated below: 

Merchant, Gould, Smith, Edell, 
Welter & Schmidt 
3100 Norwesi Center 
90 South Seventh Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-4131 
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I hereby declare that all statements made hereBTof my own knowledge are true and that aJ! sS^ments made on information and belief are 
believed to be true; and further that these statements were made widi die knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false 
statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued diereon. 



FuU Name 
Of Inventor 



Family Name 
BIGUS 



Rrst Given Name 
JOSEPH 



Second Given Name 
PHILLIP 



Residence 
& Citizenship 



City 

ROCHESTER 



State or Foreign Country 
MINNESOTA 



Country of Citizenship 

U.S.A. 



Post Office 
Address 



Post Onice Address 

5113 HIGHGROVE LANE NW 



City 

ROCHESTER 



State & Zip Code/Country 
MINNESOTAy55901/U.S.A. 



Signature of Inventor 201: 



l/wime \i ^ I Rrst Given^ame 

BRIAN 



Date: 




Full Name 
Of Inventor 



FamiI^>Mme 
CRAGUN 



Second Given Name 
JOHN 



Residence 
& Citizenship 



City 

ROCHESTER 



State or Foreign Country 
MINNESOTA 



Country of Citizenship 

U.S.A. 



Post Office 
Address 



Post Office Address 
2613 24TH STREET NW 



City 

ROCHESTER 



SUte & Zip Code/Country 
MINNESOTA/55901AJ.S,A. 



Signatiireyof iny^ic^lJOlZ 




Full Name 
Of Inventor 



Family Name 
DELP 



Datie: 



First Given Name 
HELEN 



Second Given Name 
ROXLO 



Residence 
& Citizenship 



City 

ROCHESTER 



State or Foreign Country 
MINNESOTA 



Country of Citizenship 

U.S.A. 



Post Office 
Address 



Post Office Address 
1714 NORTHERN VIOLA LANE NE 




City 

ROCHESTER 



State & Zip Code/Country 
MINNESOTA/55906AJ.S.A. 



Datet 




Full Name 
Of Inventor 



First Given Name 



Second Given Name 



Residence 
& Citizenship 



City 



State or Foreign Country 



Country of Citizenship 



Post Office 
Address 



Post Office Address 



City 



State & Zip Code/Country 



Signature of Inventor 204: : 



Date: 



Full Name 
Of Inventor 



Family Name 



First Given Name 



Second Given Name 



Residence 
& Citizenship 



City 



State or Foreign Country 



Country of Citizenship 



Post Office 
Address 



Post Office Address 



City 



State & Zip Code/Country 



Signature of. Inventor 205; 



Date: 



Page 3 

IBM R0996^52 

M&G 10790. 100-US-Ol 
Power of Attorney 



§ 1.56 Duty to disclose information materano patentability. 

(a) A patent by its very nature is affected with a public interest. The public interest is best served, and the most effective patent 
examination occurs when, at the time an application is being examined, the Office is aware of and evaluates the teachings of all 
information material to patentability. Each individual associated with the filing and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor 
and good faith in dealing with the Office, which includes a duty to disclose to die Office all information known to that individual to be 
material to patentability as defined in diis section. The duty to disclose information exists with respect to each pending claim until the 
claim is cancelled or withdrawn from consideration, or the application becomes abandoned. Information material to the patentability of a 
claim that is cancelled or withdrawn from consideration need not be submitted if the information is not material to the patentability of any 
claim remaining under consideration in the application. There is no duty to submit information which is not material to the patentability of 
any existing claim. The duty to disclose all information known to be material to patentability is deemed to be satisfied if all information 
known to be material to patentability of any claim issued in a patent was cited by the Office or submitted to the Office in the manner 
prescribed by §§ 1.97(b)-(d) and 1.98. However, no patent will be granted on an application in connection with which fraud on the Office 
was practiced or attempted or the duty of disclosure was violated through bad faidi or intentional misconduct. The Office encourages 
applicants to carefully examine: 

(1) prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in a counterpart application, and 

(2) the closest information over which individuals associated widi the filing or prosecution of a patent application believe any 
pending claim patentably defines, to make sure that any material information contained therein is disclosed to the Office. 

.=£b) Under this section, mformation is material to patentability when it is not cumulative to information already of record or being 
madgof record in the application, and 

It establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie case of unpatentability of a claim; 

or 

^^2) It refutes, or is inconsistent with, a position the applicant takes in: 

"^i) Opposing an argument of unpatentability relied on by the Office, or 

Mii) Asserting an argument of patentability. 

A {irkna facie case of unpatentability is established when the information compels a conclusion that a claim is unpatentable under the 
pref^derance of evidence, burden-of-proof standard, giving each term in the claim its broadest reasonable construction consistent with the 
specffication, and before any consideration is given to evidence which may be submitted in an attempt to establish a contrary conclusion of 
pat@|tability. 

(c) Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of this section are: 

(1) Each inventor named in the application: 

(2) Each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes die application; and 

(3) Every other person who is substantively involved in die preparation or prosecution of the application and who is associated with 
die inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation to assign die application. 

(d) Individuals odier dian die attorney, agent or inventor may comply widi diis section by disclosing information to the attorney, 
agent, or inventor. 
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IN TTHE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TR ADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant: Joseph Phillip Bigus et al Art Unit: Unknown 

Serial No.: 08\822,993 Examiner: Unknown 

FUed: March 21, 1997 Atty.Ref.: IBM RO996-052 

WH&E BM/04/234 

Tide: APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR OPTIMIZING THE PERFORMANCE OF 

COMPUTER TASKS USING INTELLIGENT AGENT WITH MULTIPLE 
PROGRAM MODULES HAVING VARIED DEGREES OF DOMAIN 
KNOWLEDGE 



SUBSTITUTE POWER OF ATTORNEY AND CERTIFICATE 
UNDER 37 CFR 3.73^8^ 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

On behalf of the assignee of the above-identified application, I hereby revoke any and all Powers of 
Attorney previously signed with respect to the above and instead appoint the following attomey(s) 
and/or agent(s), with full power of substitution and revocation, to prosecute this application, to transact 
all business in tfie United States Patent and Trademark Office connected herewith, and to receive the 
Letters Patent: 



John D. Poffenberger 
Donald F. Frei 
A. Ralph Navaro, Jr. 
J. Robert Chambers 
Kurt L. Grossman 
Thomas J. Burger 
Joseph R. Jordan 
Kurt A. Summe 
Kevin G. Rooney 
Theodore R. Remaklus 
David E. Pritchard 
Donald M. Hill, Jr. 
J. Dwight Poffenberger, Jr. 
Herbert C. Brinkman 

Pryor A. Gamett 
Roy W. Truelson 
Matthew J. Bussan 
Christopher A. Hughes 
John E. Hoel 



Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 



20,245 

21,190 

23,050 

25,448 

29,799 

32,662 

25,686 

36,023 

36,330 

38,754 

38,273 

P40,646 

35,324 

16.955 



Reg. No. 32,136 
Reg. No. 34,265 
Reg. No. 33,614 
Reg. No. 26,914 
Reg. No. 26.279 



Bruce Tittel 
David J. Josephic 
David S. Stallard 
Gregory J. Lunn 
Clement H. Luken, Jr. 
Gregory F. Ahrens 
Wayne L. Jacobs 
Keith R. Haupt 
C. Richard Eby 
Thomas W. Humphrey 
David H. Brinkman 
Stephen W. Bams 
Scott A. Stinebruner 
Richard H. Evans 

Steven W. Roth 
Owen J. Gamon 
Kanina Ojanen 
Edward A. Pennington 
Joseph C. Redmond, Jr. 



Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 
Reg. No. 



22,324 

22,849 

25,930 

29,945 

32,742 

32,957 

35,553 

37,638 

25,854 

34,353 

P40,532 

38,037 

38,323 

19,755 



Reg. No. 34,712 
Reg. No. 36,143 
Reg. No. 32,484 
Reg. No. 32,588 
Reg. No. 18,753 
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Please direct all correspondence in this case to: 

Scott A. Stinebruner 
Wood, Herron & Evans, L.L.P. 
2700 Carew Tower 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 



CERnnCAHE UNDER 37 CFR 3.73(B) 

International Business Machines Corporation, a New York corporation, certifies that it is the assignee 
of Ae entire right, title and interest in the patent application identified above by virtue of an assignment 
firom the inventor(s) of the patent application identified above. A copy of the assignment is attached 
hereto. 

The undersigned has reviewed all the documents in the chain of title of the patent ^plication identified 
above and, to the best of undersigned's knowledge and belief, title is in the assignee identified above. 

The undersigned (whose title is supplied below) is empowered to sign this certificate on behalf of the 
assignee. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true, and that all statements 
made on information and belief are believed to be true; and fiirther, that these statements are made with 
tfie knowledge that willful false statements, and the like so made, are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001, Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such willful 
false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuipg-tfiereon. 

Date: June 9, 1997 

By! r ^teven W. Roth> Reg , No. 34,712 

Title: Attorney 

Enc: Copy of Assignment 

fC\tbni\04VSufa«ititte Power of ABorMjMMwpdwpd 



Page 2 

IBM RO996-0S2 
WH&E IBM/04/234 
Substitute Power of Attorney 



